May, 1909 








Tabernacle and Purgatory 











SUM SR I 


Teel 
il 


za 


ead Eccl 


* is 
A iS 





























Published under the Direction of Reo. P. Lucas, 0.$.B., 
by the Benedictine Sisters of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Mo. 


Tssued bi-monthly. Subscription so cts. a year. 









































Tabernacle and Purgatory 


A periodical devoted to the honor of the Most Blessed Sacrament and the Consolation of 
the Poor Souls. Issued every two months. Subscription 50 cts. a year. 





Wol. 5 May, 1909 Ro. 1 











On Frequent Holy Communion. 


Pleasing to Our Lord. 

St. Gertrude prayed for a religious of her community, who, 
moved by zeal for justice, made other pious sisters afraid and 
deterred them from communicating frequently. Our Lord said 
to her, ‘‘My delight is to be with the children of men (Prov. viii. 31), 
and I have, therefore, out of supreme love left this Sacrament to 
be received by all the faithful in commemoration of Me, and in 
virtue of this Sacrament I also remain with them even to the 
consummation of the world. Whosoever, therefore, withdraws, 
by word or persuasion, the faithful, who are in the state of grace, 
from the reception of this Sacrament, impedes and interrupts the 
delights, which I might have withthem. For such a person is like 
the tutor of a young prince who harshly separates his royal pupil 
from poor and ignoble play-fellows in whose society the king’s son 
himself finds much pleasure—judging it more becoming that the 
youth should have royal honors, than that he should play ball 
with less noble companions in the streets. Should, however, a 
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person thus inclined, resolve to lay aside and avoid such severity, 
I not only pardon him, but Iam as much pleased as would be 
the king’s son if his tutor would relent, and with a serene and 
gentle countenance bring back his young play-fellows, that they 
might resume their sport.”’ 

Power of One Communion, 


The soul of a certain deceased person who appeared in the 
flames of an intense fire to a servant of God said, that it was suf- 
fering such dire torments, solely, because it had been negligent 
about the reception of the Lord’s Body, and added, that it would 
soon be liberated if he would, but once, devoutly receive the 
Adorable Sacrament in its behalf. When the servant of God had 
done this, the soul appeared to him on the following day more 
bright and refulgent than the sun, having by that one worthy 
reception of the most Holy Sacrament, been delivered from the 
intolerable pains, and conveyed to eternal bliss in heaven. 


The Most Noble Union. 


Christ Jesus once said to St. Gertrude, ‘‘When I communi- 
cate Myself to thee in the Sacrament of the Altar, I caress thee 
with embraces and kisses; and this delight isincomparably great- 
er than any, and every gratification resulting from human em- 
braces and kisses: for the delight of these is vile and passes away 
with time; but the sweetness of that union, by which thou art 
united to Me in the Sacrament of the Altar, is most noble and 
pure, nor can it ever fail or diminish, but the oftener it is re- 
newed the more vigorously doth it flourish to all eternity.”’ 


Row Great a Dignity! 


*‘The heart of man,’’ said our Lord to St. Catherine, ‘‘ought 
indeed to be transfixed and melted by love when he considers 
among the countless benefits bestowed by Me, the exceeding 
benefit of the holy and venerable Eucharist. It is, however, not 
only with the eye of the body, but with the eye of the intellect 
and of faith that this must be viewed: for the eye of faith dis- 
cerns, under the insignificant species of bread, the true God and 
true man. Oh, how great is the excellence and dignity of re- 
ceiving in a state of grace, this admirable and ineffable Sacra- 
ment! For It is the Bread of Life and the Food of Angels. He 
who fitly receives It, abideth in Me, and I in him (St. John vi. 57). 

‘““My incomprehensible charity provides this salutary Food 
for you, that in this life, in which you are wayfarers and pilgrims, 
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you may derive solace and refreshment from It, and that the 
memory of the passion and precious blood of My only begotten 
Son may remain with you.”’ 


The Worthiness of the Saints. 

‘‘When thou art about to receive Holy Communion,”’ said 
Christ to St. Mechtild, ‘‘do thou desire and wish to the praise of 
My name, to have all the desire and all the love for Me, with 
which any heart Has ever been inflamed, and thus draw near to 
Me. ForlI shall regard and accept that love from thee, not as it 
is in thee, but as thou wishest it to be in thee.’’ And once when 
St. Gertrude was about to communicate, and was grieved be- 
cause she was ill-prepared, she besought the Blessed Virgin Mary 
and all the saints to offer for her to Our Lord all the worthiness 
with which any one of them had ever been prepared to receive 
the grace of God: whereupon our Lord addressing her said, 
“‘Thou dost truly now appear to all the citizens of heaven 
adorned as thou dost desire to be.’’ 

It is well, therefore, whenever we are about to receive Holy 
Communion, to pray and desire that our souls should be adorned 
with the merits and virtues of Jesus Christ and His saints. 

This article, on Frequent Holy Communion, is taken 
from the excellent little book, “Consoling Revelations.” 
We have it for sale at 40 cts. a copy. 





Che Perpertual Adoration. 

The more persistently infidelity intrudes itself, the more 
earnestly must we press forward to this greatest Mystery of Faith, 
the most Holy Eucharist; the more unbelief attacks the divinity 
of Christ, the more must we acknowledge and adore It; the more 
the multitudes flock around the prince of this world, who so 
forcibly attracts them with his three powerful allurements: the 
lust of the eyes, the concupiscence of the flesh and the pride of 
life, the more must we unite ourselves to Jesus Christ, who truly 
dwells amongst us. Prayer before the most Blessed Sacrament, 
in union with Jesus, how powerful it is! What a formidable 
weapon against the prince of this world is the Perpetual Ador- 


ation ! 
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Wonderful Apparition of Our Lord Jesus Christ 
in the Blessed Sacrament, 





Sunday, Jan. 29, 1902, at St. Andre, Island of Bourbon, near Madagascar. 
(The following is a copy of a letter, which Madamoiselle le Vaillant, an 
eye-witness, wrote to Sister Tours. ) 


‘You have, no doubt, heard of the miracle, which took place 
at St. Andre’s last Sunday. I will give you all the particulars. 
Father Lacombe exposed the Blessed Sacrament before his 
Mass, at eight o’clock. When at Consecration he looked at the 
Sacred Host, he noticed a figure. Shortly after he again glanced 
at the Sacred Host and saw the image of our Divine Savior, the 
Ecce Homo. After Mass he said to the altar-boys, “Do not go 
away yet.’ During his thanksgiving he constantly saw the form 
of our Divine Lord veiled by a transparent cloud. After his 
thanksgiving he went into the sacristy and said to one of the 
altar-boys, “Go, kneel before the altar and pray a little while. 
Look carefully at the Sacred Host while you pray.’ The boy 
went. When he returned to the sacristy he said, ‘Father, I saw 
the form of a person in the Sacred Host.’ He then sent a second 
boy, who said when returning, ‘I have seen an apparition.’ He 
then called for Sister Zacharie and told her to look at the Sacred 
Host. The Sister came back and said, ‘I have seen the figure 
of our dear Savior.’ Then he called some persons who were in 
the church. They too, had seen the figure distinctly. 

“‘At this moment Eugenia entered the church, to spend an 
hour in adoration. She wentintoa pew. She saw a number of 
persons kneeling in the sanctuary, and asked what it meant. 
Then she saw Father Lacombe leave the choir and approach. 
He said to her, ‘Come with me to see Jesus.’ He pointed to the 
Blessed Sacrament. Eugenia did not understand. He repeated 
the above mentioned words. Then she went into 'the sanctuary 
and saw Our Lord Jesus Christ. After this she came and told me 
to go to church. I went, but knew nothing about what had hap- 
pened. I meta Sister who said to me, ‘Our Lord Jesus Christ 
can be seen in the Sacred Host.’ 

“Dear Friend, I have seen—I have seen the adorable form 
of the Lord. I prostrated myself upon the ground; I prayed for 
the conversion of sinners; I prayed that He might open heaven 
to all mankind. It is impossible to tell you what I experienced 
and still feel. I tremble, and am overjoyed. I thank God that 
He deigned to permit me to witness this miracle. Everybody in 
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St. Andre sawit. Paul Dumesguil, an infidel, said to me, ‘I have 
seen and I believe.’ I left the church at eleven o’clock: I did 
not grow tired gazing upon the figure. I saw the eyes, the shoul- 
ders, the head of Our Lord, His countenauce, His beard and hair. 
The apparition appeared as if covered by a veil. The church 
was crowded with people, but there was no disturbance or dis- 
order. Everybody wept. Whenat three o’clock Father Lacombe 
commenced vespers, the apparition vanished. The Sacred Host 
again resumed its white color. Oh, what a miracle! I have 
always had a lively faith; but since I have seen this miracle, my 
faith has increased. 

“I feel as though I were no longer on earth.—I forgot to 
remark, that the adorable countenance of our Divine Savior could 
be seen from the front of the monstrance, behind it, and from 
every side. The candles were extinguished, the windows closed, 
the draperies drawn aside, but the adorable face of Our Lord was 
always visible. It was questioned if it were not perhaps the 
reflection of some object. Mr. Dumesguil, the former infidel, 
hereupon remarked, that there was no possibility of this being a 
reflection, because the adorable face of Our Lord was visible on 
every side. The occurrence rests upon truth. I have written 
you exactly all the details.”’ 





Al Mysterious Messenger. 





The deceased Father Metz of Allfeld, Baden, noted for his 
indefatigable zeal in the performance of his pastoral labors, tes- 
tified by oath to the following occurrence. The event was pub- 
lished at the time in the newspapers. 

“The parish house in which I lived was somewhat elevated, 
and had a flight of thirteen steps leading up to it from the out- 
side. I occupied the room to the left of the front entrance. 

“Soon after New Year I began the instructions for the 
children who were to receive their first Communion on Low 
Sunday. It was a severe winter. The children were diligent 
and attentive, and I had every reason to be satisfied with them. 
Only one little boy, Joseph B..., caused me rather great anxiety 
and at the same time aroused my sympathy, for I could not con- 
scientiously permit him to receive Holy Communion with the 
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other children. He was a good, pious boy, but his understanding 
was so limited, that in spite of all my efforts, he was not able to 
obtain sufficient knowledge for so great an act. 

“I sent for the father of the boy, told him that I could not 
permit his child to receive his first Communion this year, and 
admonished him to teach the boy diligently at home, that he 
may understand the instructions the next year. The good man 
took it very much to heart, but I considered it my duty to remain 
firm in my decision. 

‘‘Easter drew near. I redoubled the instructions for my 
beloved first communicants. Fatigued by the many hours of 
instruction and other pastoral duties, I retired earlier than usual. 

“It was a bitter cold night. The moon shown brightly into 
my room. Towards midnight I was awakened by heavy footsteps 
coming rapidly down the street, nearing the house and mounting 
the stairs. When reaching the top, the man stamped the snow 
from his boots and rang the door-bell. I heard everything dis- 
tinctly and expected to have a sick call. My old house-keeper, 
always on the alert, was usually the first to answer the door, but 
on this occasion, did not seem to hear any one. She slept on 
the other side of the hall next to the church. I did not hear the 
bolt drawn back nor the turning of the key in the lock, but heard 
the steps of someone passing from the front door towards my 
room. A moment later my door was opened. Provoked at the 
boldness of the supposed messenger, I sat up in bed and addressed 
him sharply : 

““*"What do you want?’ 

‘**Reverend Father, I have a petition.’ 

*‘I now recognized my visitor, it was Mr. B..., the father of 
little Joseph, he stood before me in his working clothes. I asked 
him still somewhat abruptly : 

***Well, what is it, and why do you come at such a time?’ 

‘**Reverend Father, I beg of you to permit my son Joseph 
to receive his first Holy Communion on Low Sunday.’ 

“‘The voice which I heard and the appearance of the man 
was that of Mr. B..., as I had often seen him, and yet his pres- 
ence filled me with an indescribable fear. I felt the hair of my 
head stand upright, my breath seemed to stop, anda cold per- 
spiration forced itself through every pore. I was not able to 
answer.—The moon shown brightly across the foot of my bed, 
and fell directly upon the figure of the man, penetrating it with- 
out casting a shadow. I saw the man vividly before me, and 
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through him I could see the door and the book-case.—Noiselessly 
he withdrew, by the way he came. His steps resounded on the 
stone entrance and re-echoed on the frozen snow, as he returned 
to the village. 

‘Sleep had fled from me entirely. My thoughts were with 
the man who had just appeared to me so mysteriously, and who 
had presented his petition in such an imploring, yet commanding 
a manner. Only a few days previously, he had been to church 
and received the sacraments. 

‘At last the Angelus rang, and after a short pause, the bell 
tolled, announcing that someone had died. Upon leaving my 
room, I found the outer door locked and bolted as usual. When 
I reached the sacristy, the sexton told me of the sudden death of 
Mr. B..., which had taken place the same hour that he had ap- 
peared to me. 

‘IT could now no longer oppose the last wish of the deceased, 
and set to work with redoubled care, to prepare little Joseph for 
the great day of his first Communion. If his natural father had so 
ardent a desire to obtain for his son the sacramental union with 
his Lord, that he was permitted by God to make it known to me 
in so extraordinary a manner, it should not be wanting on my 
part, as his spiritual father, to have this grace imparted to him. 

‘I found the child’s mind more than ever, ready to grasp the 
instructions. He seemed to have a keener perception since his 
father’s death, and with joyful longing he awaited the great 
event. Little Joseph received his Lord and God with sentiments 
of holiest joy, and seemed to realize his great happiness more 
than the other children. The afternoon of the same day he was 
seized with a violent headache and obliged to go to bed. He 
never rose again. That same night he exchanged earth for 
heaven, and after the morning Ange/us, the bell again tolled, 
the first time since the death of his father. 

‘In what manner the father’s mysterious appearance to me 
took place, Iam unable toexplain. I believe, however, that the 
good man being so solicitous for his child’s soul, at the time when 
he was about to breathe his last, was made aware of his son’s early 
departure. I believe that at this moment he besought God with 
all the strength of his paternal love, to vouchsafe to his child the 
great grace of sacramental union with his Lord before he should die. 
How should our Divine Savior refuse such a petition ?—Already 
surrounded by the shadows of death, his spirit realized the fact 
that in this one grace of Holy Communion, all other graces would 
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be contained for his child.’’ 
What a blessing would it not be for the faithful if all would 
realize the greatness of Holy Communion. 





Recommendation of the Rt. Rev. Bishop of Davenport. 


Pishop’s House, 
1527 Brady St. 


Dauvenpaurt, Aowa, Jan. 7, 1909. 
DEAR REV. MOTHER, 

Many thanks for the copies of your Peri- 
odical of the Blessed Sacrament, ‘Tabernacle and Purga- 
tory,’”’ which you have so kindly sent me. 

After looking over the copies at hand, I have no 
hesitation in saying that this Periodical, devoted as it is 
to the honor of the Most Blessed Sacrament and to the 
consolation of the Poor Souls, serves indeed, as a very 
useful contribution to our pious literature. 

Gladly, therefore, do | approve of the booklet, and 
earnestly recommend it as being admirably fitted to deepen 
and extend devotion to Him ‘Whose delight it is to be 
with the children of men” in the Adorable Sacrament of 
the Altar. I wish your Periodical a wide circulation among 
our people and | pray that you may succeed in placing 
it in the hands of every youth in the Diocese of Daven- 
port. 

Wishing the Sisters of Perpetual Adoration every 


blessing, 
Faithfully in Our Lord, 


+ James Davis, 
Bishop of Davenport, Lowa. 
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The Necessity of Prayer. 





RAYER is absolutly necessary to every one, without excep- 
tion. There is no excuse for it, for holy Scripture says: 
‘Thou must pray.” We must pray because God has 
expressly commanded it. It is His unalterable will. Holy 

Scripture never tires exhorting us to pray. Zo no good work 

does tt admonish us more frequently or more urgently than to 

prayer. ‘‘Let nothing hinder thee,’’ it crieth out to us, ‘‘from 





praying always’’ (Eccle. 18, 22). ‘“Watch in prayers’”’ (1. 
Pet. 4, 7). ‘‘By all prayer and supplication praying at all times 
in the spirit’ (Eph. 6, 18). ‘“‘Be instant in prayer’ (Rom. 12, 


12). It expressly declares: ‘‘That we ought always to pray, and 
not to faint’’ (Luke 18, 1). The saints speak in the same forci- 
ble language. ‘I beg you, my brethren,’’ says Saint Bernard, 
‘take refuge to prayer.’’ And the holy martyr, Saint Ignatius, 
admonishes us: ‘Pray always, without becoming weary.’’ Saint 
Peter of Alcantarasays: ‘‘Let prayer be your daily occupation.”’ 
And Saint Eustacius asserts: ‘In nothing should we be more 
zealous than in prayer.”’ 

We must pray because God has commanded it. We must 
pray because it ts an absolutly necessary means to obtain the 
graces, which are indispensably necessary for salvation. 


Conditions for Obtaining Eternal Happiness. 


I must avoid evil and do good. Only then will I persevere 
and be saved. This is the only way to salvation. There is no 
other way. For if I do not avoid evil and do good, my hope to 
obtain heaven is in vain. Thus speaks holy Scripture in number- 
less passages. J7his truth ts indelibly written in every human 
heart. 

Without the grace of God I can netther avotd evil nor do 
good, for the avoiding of what is evil and the doing of what.-is 
good are connected with great difficulties. Man with his natural 
strength is unable to surmount these difficulties. 


Dangers from the Evil Spirit. 


“We live in a world full of dangers, temptations, and trials. 
Dangers threaten us from the evil spirit. He is filled with hatred 
towards God and man. Unhappy as he is, he tries to make us 
unhappy also. He has declared war against us, a war for life 
and death. ‘‘As a roaring lion, he goeth about, seeking whom he 
may devour’’ (1 Pet. 5, 8). He watches us constantly, and waits 
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for a favorable opportunity to attack us. He gives us no rest, 
neither day nor night. He never agreesupon atruce. I/We must 
ever stand ready for the fight, with the sword in our hand. 
He never rests; have we conquered ninty-nine times, he hopes 
with the hundredth attack to make us fall. 


Dangers from Our Fellow-beings. 

Great and many dangers beset us from our fellow-beings. 
How many have not been led into misfortune by false friends. Ah, 
how often is not the robe of innocence criminally torn; ah, how 
many sins are committed to please seductive companions! There- 
fore, our Lord warns us: ‘Beware of men.” He.did not say: 
“Beware of the devil.’’ Indeed, man is often a greater enemy 
to his fellow-beings than the devil himself. 


We Ourselves Are Our Greatest Enemies. 

The greatest dangers threaten us from ourselves. Each man 
is his own greatest enemy. This enemy is his evil desires. These 
are the consequences of sin and lead to sin again. This evil 
enemy dwells in our very heart. It incites to anger, to avarice, 
or to pride or impurity. And what is still worse, this domestic 
enemy often makes common cause with the devil and the world. 
Alas, our heart is only too often our traitor. 

To overcome these numerous and powerful enemies in our 
own strength is altogether an impossibility. To carry on this 
battle, gigantic strength is required. And this gigantic strength 
we receive only from the grace of God. Our Divine Savior 
says emphatically: *‘Without me you can do nothing.’ He does 
not say, as Saint Augustine remarks: ‘‘Without me you can do 
little.’’ He says expressly: ‘“‘Nothing, for life eternal, nothing 
that will deserve a reward in heaven.”’ 


Grace Obtained by Prayer. 

As a rule God gives us the necessary grace only when we 
pray for it. Numberless graces are necessary to avoid evil and 
to do good, and for all these we must pray. Our Lord says in 
the Gospel of Saint Matthew: ‘‘Ask and it shall be given you: 
seek, and you shall find: knock, and it shall be opened to you. 
For, everyone that asketh, receiveth: and he that seeketh, 
findeth : and to him that knocketh, it shall be opened’”’ (Matt. 7, 
7—8). Our Divine Lord wants to say by these words: “‘Do you 
desire to obtain grace from Me,—you can obtain tt and will 
obtain it, but only on condition that you pray for it.” 
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Our Lord says again: “Watch ve, and pray, that ye enter 
not into temptation” (Matt. 26, 41). Why should we pray in 
the time of temptation? Because without prayer we shall fall. 
Why shall we fall? We shall fall because the grace to overcome 
the temptation is wanting. 

How explicit are the words of Our Lord: “We ought always 
to pray, and not to faint.” Mark these words well. Our Lord 
does not say: ‘“‘We ought to pray sometimes.’’ He says: ‘‘We 
ought to pray always.’’ We are never allowed to desist from 
this continual prayer. 


What Saints Say Goncerning Prayer. 


The saints express themselves in a manner equally as decid- 
ed. They maintain that prayer zs as necessary to the soul as 
nourishment is to the body, as water to the fish, roots to a tree, 
the foundation to a house, or moisture to a plant. ‘To omit 
prayer,’’ says Saint Chrysostom, ‘‘and to lose the life of the 
soul is one and the same thing.’’ And Saint Francis of Assisi 
was often heard to say: ‘‘Nothing good can be expected from 
one who does not pray.’’ 

Why have the saints considered prayer so necessary? Be- 
cause they looked upon it as the most necessary means to obtain 
the graces for fulfilling the duties of one’s state, and for obtaining 
salvation. Saint Theresa calls prayer ‘‘the gate to all graces. If 
we close this gate I know not by what way God can send us His 


graces.’’ Saint Augustine asserts: ‘‘God gives His grace, but 
He gives it only to those who ask Him for it.’’ Saint Thomas 
draws the following conclusion: ‘‘In order to be saved we must 


struggle and conquer. Without assistance from God no man 
can resist so many and powerful enemies. Such divine assistance 
is secured only by prayer.’’ This great doctor of the church 
maintains that God will give us all these graces which from all 
eternity He has destined for us, only by means of prayer. ‘‘Not 
to pray,’’ say the saints, ‘‘and yet to remain free from mortal 
sin; not to pray and yet to desire eternal happiness; not to pray 
and yet expect to persevere in doing good, is like trying to see 
without eyes, to speak without a tongue, to hear without ears, to 
walk without feet.’’ 

Speaking of the necessity of prayer Saint Alphonsus Ligouri 
writes: ‘“‘The obtaining of our salvation depends upon prayer. 
For if we pray our salvation is secure, but if we neglect prayer 
our perdition is certain. The damned have been lost on account 
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of neglecting prayer; if they had prayed, they would not have 
been lost. All the saints have become such by prayer, had they 
not prayed they would not have become saints.”’ 


Words of a Devout and Learned Bishop. 

“Every good deed whitch I ever performed or which was 
meritortous for heaven, | performed only by the grace of God 
which | obtained by prayer; and all the evil I have done is due 
to my neglect of prayer. The great virtues of the saints and the 
great crimes of sinners have their source, the one in the practice 
the other in the omission of prayer. Herein lies the mystery of 
all holiness and of all evil. I am capable of all good if I am 
united with God by prayer; I am capable of every evil if I am 
separated from God and omit prayer. The greatest misfortune 
for a man is, not that he has sinned and that he often falls back 
into his sins, but his greatest misfortune is, that he has sinned 
and that he continues to sin and fas given up prayer. The 
greatest belssing for a man is, not that he has done good and 
does so at present, but his greatest blessing is that he ts a man 
of prayer. For if I have done good works and still continue to 
do them, I do not know whether I shall persevere in good until 
the end because I am inconstant and changeable. But 7f / 
continue to pray, [ am morally certain that God will give me 
the grace of perseverance.” 





TH Wait till Next Year. 





(From the Experience of a Prison Chaplain. ) 

It was Easter time. The chaplain of a prison in Paris had 
assembled the young convicts and most earnestly reminded them 
of the strict obligation to receive the holy sacraments. Those 
who intended to make their Easter duty should write down their 
names. All followed his advice except one prisoner, a youth of 
seventeen. The priest was much troubled at the conduct of this 
young man and visited him the next day in his cell. ‘‘Well, my 
young friend,’’ he said addressing him in a cordial manner, ‘‘you 
probably have forgotten to inscribe your name for the Easter 
Communion?’’ ‘“‘No, sir,’’ said the prisoner coldly, ‘‘I did not 
forget it,\ but I have not yet decided....I am not prepared....’’ 
‘*My son, that shall not prevent you, I will help you to prepare 
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yourself....’’ ‘‘No, no, not now; perhaps later, I will see, not 
this year, I’ll wait till next year.’’-—‘*What, wait till next year? 
But, my friend, it will be just as hard for you next year as it is 
now. Why put it off? You do not know if....’’—‘‘O yes, I 
will go to confession next year, but not this year.’’ 

The priest could not prevail upon him to change his mind, 
and left him, much grieved at his obstinacy. The next morning, 
as was his custom, the chaplain went to the hospital to visit 
another convict, likewise just seventeen years of age, who had 
received the last sacraments five or six days before. To his great 
astonishment, he saw, as he passed through the ward, the young 
man who the day before had exhibited such evil dispositions, 
stretched pale upon a bed. ‘*What has happened to you?’’ he 
asked, ‘‘yesterday you seemed so well and today I find you in 
the hospital.’’ No answer. The priest approached nearer. ‘‘My 
God!’’ he exclaimed, ‘‘this is a serious case.’’ He went imme- 
diately to summon a sister of charity and the doctor. They 
hurried to the bedside of the sick prisoner. ‘‘This young man is 
unconscious, what ails him?’’ ‘‘It cannot be anything serious,”’ 
replied the sister, “‘for he has not been here an hour.’’—The 
doctor approached nearer. ‘“‘All is over!’’ he exclaimed, ‘‘he is 
dead.’’—The priest stood speechless beside the corpse, his eyes 
fixed upon those pale lips, upon that half open mouth, which he 
still seemed to hear saying, “‘I’ll wait till next year.’’ He had 
entered eternity and there would be no next year for him. His 
soul was already judged! Grief-stricken the priest turned away. 

Near-by lay the other sick prisoner upon his bed of pain. 
Death was visible upon his countenance. ‘‘O Father,’’ he said 
in a weak voice as the priest approached, ‘“‘O Father, I am so 
happy! I am dying, I am going to heaven! Since receiving the 
last sacraments I am so peaceful and happy.’’ When the priest 
spoke hopefully of his recovery, he answered: ‘‘Do not speak 
thus to me. It is better that I die now, for I am well prepared.... 
I love the good God....Were I to regain my health, I might 
offend Him anew.’’ That same evening his soul, so differently 
disposed from the other one, appeared likewise. before his Crea- 
tor and Lord. 














Tabernacle and Purgatoryp 


Here we wish toremark, that private revelations, according to the decree of 
Pope Urban VIII. in the year 1634 and 1641, in so far as the Church has 
not decided upon them, claim only human credence. 


Devotion to Mary, a Mark of Election. 


s] HRISTIAN hope consists above all things in the expectation 
that we will reach heaven, and in the steadfast confi- 
dence that by help from above we will attain our end. 
Mary is the mighty support of this virtue; Mary also 
makes this virtue easy and sweet....According to St. Bernard, 
nothing causes more anxiety than the uncertainty of our salva- 
tion. Whocansay, “Iam numbered among the elect’? The 
fathers of the Church answer us, “‘He can, who loves Mary.’’ A 
tendei devotion to Mary is the surest mark of salvation. Through 
most renowned representatives, like St. Thomas and St. Bona- 
venture, theology produces weighty arguments in proof of this. 

All those whose names are written in the heart of Mary, are 
numbered among the elect. Those who belong to Mary belong 
likewise to Jesus Christ. And how should I read in the heart of 
Mary ?—By reading in your own heart. Do you feel within your- 
self a tender, strong, unchangeable love for Mary ?—Ifso, she will 
love you in return in the same measure as you love her. If her 
name is written in the depths of your heart, yours will be in- 
scribed likewise in the depths of her own. 





Cardinal Pie’s Works. 
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Take and Read 


2ee 
INTERESTING EXTRACTS FRO? LETTERS 
which we bave recently received, showing what our ¢s- 
teemed readers think of our periodical, ‘“‘Tabernacle 
and Purgatory.” 

im 


We are sincerely grateful to our kind readers for their 
words of recognition and encouragement and for the interest 
they take in our booklet. We very much regret that for 
want of space, only a limited number of letters can be 
published. 

oe) 


With our May number, our booklet enters on the fifth 
year of its publication. We are convinced that many of 
our friends will zealously assist in its circulation, in or- 
der to share in the propagation of the Eucharistic King: 
dom. Our Lord in the Blessed Sacrament will not fail to 
reward them abundantly, 


Che priest must daily become penetrated anew with the 
thought that Jesus Christ truly dwells in our midst in the 
Holy Eucharist, in order that he may be enabled to adore 
the Blessed Sacrament with the proper dispositions, and 
With fervent devotion celebrate the Sacred Mysteries. Thus 
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also must every truly pious Christian receive every day, as 
it were, a new stimulus, in order to be enabled to adore 
Our Lord in this Divine Mystery with a living faith, and 
to love Him with bis whole beart. 


im 


All who truly love Jesus will endeavor to enkindle this 
love also in the hearts of others, not only by word but also 
in deed. And for this end they will find the spreading of 
our booklet a most welcome means. To love Jesus and 
to lead others to love Him—this indeed is great in the eyes 
of God. 


CHICAGO. Do not, by any means, let my subscription 
to “Tabernacle and Purgatory’ run out. Would like to 
make my subscription perpetual. Let me know the price of a 
life subscription and if it is not too much, I will mail you 
a check for same. Wishing you every success in the con- 
tinuation of your book, which I know does its readers so 
much good. 

ONTARIO, CANADA. It is very edifying to read the magazine “Taber- 


nacle and Purgatory” which breathes a tender devotion to Our Lord in the 
Blessed Sacrament and to the holy souls. May it gain many new subscribers. 


NEWARK. I think your periodical does much for the glory 
of God and the good of souls. May Our Lord continue to bless 
it and you. 


WYOMING. The “Tabernacle and Purgatory” is 
the best book of its size | have ever read and we en- 
joy reading it very much. 


WISCONSIN. Enclosed find 50 cents for renewal of sub- 
seription to ‘‘Tabernacle and Purgatory.’’ It is worth twice 
as much. I learn so many things concerning our holy religion 
that I did not know before. 


JOHNSTOWN, PA. For this coming year please send “Taber- 
nacle and Purgatory” to the following addresses...... I think every 
Catholic family should have it. 





= 
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MANILA, PHILIPPINE ISLANDS. Your nice and lovely 
magazines, “Tabernacle and Purgatory,’’ are received reg- 
ularly. They are a dear’ reading to us as well as to our 
children. Allow me to express my sincerest thanks. 


BUFFALO, N. Y. “Cabernacle and Purgatory” is a wor- 
thu, yes, a most worthy book. The writer is entitled to great 
praise and may God spare him many years to continue to do 
the great good the book can, must and will d0 in more than 
one way. 

JEFFERSON CITY, MO. It is with a great deal of grati- 
fication that I wish to say a few words of praise in behalf 
of the little pamphlet, ‘““Tabernacle and Purgatory,’”’ which 
is always so welcome at our humble home. How whole- 
some, how sweet and instructive is every word. Well do 
the words of its pages find way into my heart, and how 
quickly do worldly love and desires grow insipid, and hea- 
venly thoughts and desires fill my heart. By this reading 
meditation is made easy, and the heart becomes better pre- 
pared to receive Jesus in Holy Communion. Therefore, I 
highly recommend this little pamphlet to every pious soul 
when preparing for Holy Communion. I only wish it would 
appear every month. 

MEXICO. I have received the “Tabernacle and Pur- 
gatory”’ and I love it: so I want it all the time. 

CHICAGO. I have been taking your booklet ‘‘Tabernacle and 
Purgatory’’ for afew years, with which 1 am very much pleased. 
Il enjoy the stories it contains my f much. I am taking quite a 
number of other little books, but I enjoy this the most. When 


1 have finished reading one I pass it on to other persons, trying 
to secure subscribers. 


MICHIGAN. @ bave just received the Hovember issue of 
“Tabernacle and Purgatory,”’ which reminds me tbat mp sub= 
scription bas undoubtedly expired before this date. must 
tequest pou to kindly pardon the oversigbt. Wt was not inten= 
tional, simply neglect. @ wisb to congratulate pou on tbe 
Rovember issue; to mp mind it is beautiful. Tbe information 
is consoling and valuable. Tbe picture on the cover page 
brougbt tears to mp eyes and was an inspiration for me to trp 
4 pray more tban formerly for tbe dear departed souls of mp 
tiends. 


PHILADELPHIA. €Enclosed find fifty cents fo renew my 
subscription. Your magazine is most elevating, is daintily printed, 
and in every way worthy of Catholic support. My best wishes 
attend it and your community. 
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_ PENNSYLVANIA. T Will also avail myself of this oppor- 
tunity to tell you that T esteem your ‘‘Cabernacie and Purgatory’’ 
almost beyond expression. T cam assure you that it has been much 
as a ‘‘beacon light’ in my family, and a perpetual mission on the 
Holy Eucharist. T have the pleasure, thank God, of seeing my two 
elder children become weekly communicants, and T feel almost cer- 
tain that this great grace has come to them in a great measure 
through your periodical. May God bless you in your noble work, 
and may it become even more fruitful, if possible. 


MISSOURI. jour most worthy periodical “Cabernacle 
and Purgatory” received. St is full of edifying consolation 
and it is a tower of strength to the man who reads it in the 
proper way. 

BROOKLYN. I sincerely hope your publication has 
reached the high water mark of circulation and that it will 
continue to increase, I consider these little books too val- 
uable to let lay on book-shelves: so when I have finished, 
I mail them to Woodward, Oklahoma. 

CALIFORNIA. It is my happy little privilege to be able to 
send you this time, the names of two new subscribers to ‘‘Taber- 
nacle and Purgatory.’’ I have described the kind of reading the 
magazine affords, and these two friends, who appreciate such 
reading, are anxiously awaiting the arrival of the first number. I 
think much of the little magazine. The matter in it is of a de- 
votional kind not found in other publications. 1 would like to see 
it have a wide circulation. 

IOWA. Please inform me when my subscription for ‘‘Tab- 
ernacle and Purgatory” expires, as I would not be without 
it, if I ean help it. For when I feel discouraged and pick up 
one of the copies and read a while, I always get new hopes. 


WYOMING. | must tell you how myself and family enjoy reading 
your lovely little book “Tabernacle and Purgatory.” Such beautiful 
reading. I do think every Catholic family ought to subscribe for this 
lovely book. If you will send a few copies to me | will give them to 
my friends and try to get them to subscribe. Best wishes to you and 
all the dear sisters, 

OREGON. I want to thank you for your kindness in sending “Tab- 
ernacle and Purgatory” to me, and I want to tell you how much good it 
does myself and family, when we receive such lovely reading. 


NEW YORK. T am sure, there is scarcely any good Catholic 
but what would be glad to subscribe if they would read your beau- 
tiful and most worthy ‘‘Cabernacle and Purgatory.’’ 


ILLINOIS. We like the magazine very much. Itlisa 
fine reading material for the Catholic home. 
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An Easy Way. 


Where Mary is, the evil spirit is not. One of the most in- 
fallible marks we can have of our being conducted by the good 
Spirit is our being devout to Mary, our thinking often of her, and 
our speaking often of her. This last is the thought of a Saint, 
who adds, that as respiration is a certain sign the body is not 
dead, the frequent thought and loving invocation of Mary isa 
certain sign the soul is not dead by sin. 

Whoever, then, wishes to advance in the way to perfection, 
and surely and perfectly to find Jesus Christ, let him embrace 
with great-heartedness this devotion to our Blessed Lady; let 
him enter into this excellent way..... It is a path trodden by 
Jesus Christ, the Incarnate Wisdom, our sole head. One of His 
members passing by the same road cannot deceive himself. It is 
an easy road, because of the grace and unction of the Holy 
Ghost, which fills it to overflowing. No one wearies there; no 
one walking there has ever to retrace his steps. It is a short 
road which leads to Jesus in a little time. It isa perfect road, 
where there is no mud, no dust, nor the least spot of sin. Lastly 
it is a secure road, which conducts us to Jesus Christ in a straight 
and secure manner, without turning to the right hand or to the 
left. Let us, then, set forth upon that road, and walk there day 
and night, until we come to the fullness of the age of Jesus 
Christ. Blessed L. M. Grignon de Montfort. 





Adam of Lucca. 





Adam was a monk of the Cistercian monastery of Our Lady, 
in Lucca, a city of Italy. His devotion to the Blessed Virgin 
was, seemingly, an inborn gift. While still a child in the cradle 
and able to stammer only a few words, his mother taught him to 
pray the Hail Mary, which he soon repeated after her, and which 
he ever recited with tenderest feelings of love for our Lady.— 
Doubtless it was this child-like devotion which induced him to 
abandon the world and to enter that order, whose aim is the 
veneration of the Blessed Virgin. In the monastery of Lucca he 
was enabled to satisfy his devotion, and not only during the day, 
but even during the night he was occupied in praising the Queen 
of Heaven. 
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Once he was obliged to pass a church of Our Lady during the 
night. Not wishing to proceed without greeting his beloved 
Mother, he paused at the entrance to offer his prayers; but what 
was his astonishment, when the door opened of itself, and having 
entered, he found the church so flooded with light as to make 
him imagine he was enjoying a beautiful summer-day.—Amid 
this brightness he saw seven women of marvelous beauty, stand- 
ing before the altar. One, who surpassed all the others in 
heavenly splendor, addressed Adam saying: “‘Dost thou know 
me?’’ Adam replied: ‘‘No, my Lady.’’ Hereupon she said: “‘I 
am the Mother of Christ and the protectress of this house. As 
thou thinkest of me unceasingly, my care is likewise directed to 
thee. —Come nearer.’’ Adam did so. He fell upon his knees and 
Mary laid her hand upon his head and said: ‘From this time 
forward until thy death, thou shalt suffer no more pain in thy 
head.’’ And in fact from thenceforth the headaches, which had 
constantly tormented him, ceased and never returned. 





Mary and the oly Eucharist. 


HE Holy Eucharist and the Blessed Virgin are Jesus and 
Mary, Mother and Son, vine and grape, twig and blos- 
som, the new Adam and the new Eve. From this mys- 
terious interior relationship of Mary to Jesus, it follows, 

that the Blessed Virgin stands in very close relationship to the 

Blessed Sacrament. If saints, such as Blessed Nicholas de Flue, 

Margaret Alacoque, Margaret of the Blessed Sacrament and 

others, unceasingly had their thoughts occupied with the Blessed 

Sacrament, and desired for It so ardently, in what a degree must 

not this union have existed in Mary, the Queen of all saints, the 

dispensatrix of all graces. Mary’s devotion to the Blessed Sac- 
rament must have been the greatest, the most ardent, the most 
perfect of any creature, and hence she also drew from this 

Mystery greater graces than did any other saint. 

We may, therefore, well believe what Blessed Mary of Agreda 
has to say on this subject in her revelations concerning the City 
of God. ‘“‘The Ever-Blessed Virgin,’’ says she, “‘spoke to me 


thus: 
“““Tf even towards men my love of God was so strong, how 
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mighty must tt not have been towards the Lord Himself, and 
that particularly whenever I recetved Him in Holy Communion. 
The first time that I received It out of the hand of St. Peter, the 
Lord strengthened me most marvellously against the excess of 
this love, since my heart was literally opened, so as to allow my 
Son, as I had desired, to enter there under the species of bread, 
and dwell therein as onathrone that by every title belonged 
to Him.’ 

‘This miraculous sacramental presence of our Divine Savior 
in the most pure and immaculate heart of His most holy 
Mother repayed her most superabundantly for the loss of His 
presence which she had enjoyed for thirty years. The species of 
bread remained after each Communion till she again received, 
when they were consumed and made room for those that were 
just entering. This miracle continued up to the last hour of her 
holy life on earth;—her heart was never even fora moment with- 
out the sacramental presence of her Son and her God. 

‘This miracle, which our Divine Savior wrought out of love to 
His most holy Mother, was at the same time the fulfillment of 
the promise He had made to His apostles to be with them to the 
consummation of the world. This promise would not have been 
fulfilled from the beginning, had He not by means of this privi- 
lege, which could be granted only to His holy Mother, dwelt 
continually in the midst of HisChurch. For the apostles, having 
as yet no fixed temples, and no conveniences for preserving the 
Holy Eucharist continually, consumed the Holy Host in every 
Mass which they celebrated. Lo! the Blessed Virgin was for 
some years the only temple, the only tabernacle, in which the 
Blessed Sacrament was preserved, and the Word-made-flesh, as 
to the end of the world He never will be absent, so, thanks to 
His holy Mother, He never has been absent from His Church. 

‘‘The Holy Eucharist in the heart of Mary, while not intended 
for distribution among the faithful, was for them none the less a 
copious source of blessing. For in this temple the Blessed Queen 
of Heaven prayed for all of them continually. In the name of 
the whole Church she incessantly adored the Savior, who was 
present in her heart under the sacramental species, and who by 
this miraculous presence alone was united with the entire mystic 
body of Christians. Yet from Its oxe temple poured forth more 
happiness upon that age, than flows upon ours from its un- 
numbered churches and tabernacles. In none of our temples 
does He now receive such deep reverence, such profound adora 
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tion, as were paid to Him then; and never was He saddened in 
that sanctuary by the least of those offences which now in our 
churches so often fall to His lot. It is His delight to be with the 
children of men, and never since has this His delight been as full 
and fresh and perfect as it was when He still dwelt sacrament- 
ally in the heart of His purest Mother. She was in truth the 
proper sphere, the element of His divine love. Compared with 
her, all other creatures are a foreign land; which never can serve 
as the proper province, as the true home, of the ever-burning fire 


of Infinite Love.”’ 





Saint Dionysius Visits the Mother of God at Jerusalem. 





While St. Paul was preaching at Athens, among others he 
converted St. Dionysius. He was baptized, ordained priest and 
after some time appointed Bishop of Athens. He had often 
heard St. Paul speak about the Blessed Mother of God. Being 
desirious to gaze upon her most gracious countenance and to 
speak to her, he made a journey to Jerusalem.—Upon his return 
to Athens he was thrown into prison on account of his faith. 
During his imprisonment he wrote the following letter to St. Paul : 

‘Dionysius, servant of Jesus Christ, in chains, to Paul, the 
Vessel of Election of his Lord, greeting! 

“I esteem myself infinitely happy, that the Divine Goodness 
has granted me the grace to see the Mother of Our Lord Jesus 
Christ, who far surpasses all the heavenly spirits in sanctity, and 
who resembles God as closely as any creature can. When St. 
John, the Prince of the evangelists and prophets, who upon earth 
shines like the sun in the heavens, led me to this incomparable 
Virgin, I felt myself surrounded and penetrated by so wonderful 
a light, and filled with so much sweetness, that I believed I could 
not bear such an excess of happiness in my frail body, and almost 
swooned away. I take God to witness, with Whose presence 
the holy Virgin is filled, that I should have taken her for the true 
God, had I not learned otherwise from your teaching, for it seems 
to me nothing exceeds the secret charms and incomparable beauty, 
of which I, though unworthy, have been witness. Thanks be to 
Almighty God, the incomparable Virgin, the great Apostle John, 
for this grace, and to you, the glory of the Church, through whom 
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I have received such a precious grace. Farewell !’’ 

St. Dionysius had also the great privilege to be present at 
the death of the Blessed Virgin. Concerning the glorious death of 
the Mother of God, he wrote to St. Timothy, a disciple of St. Paul : 

‘“You know what came to pass in the presence of the holy 
apostles, when with me, you and others of the holy brethren 
were assembled to gaze upon that sacred body, which brought 
forth the Author of Life, and in whom God wished to dwell in an 
unspeakable manner. There were present James, the brother of 
the Lord,*) and Peter, who like the summit of the highest mount- 
ain, surpasses the greatest theologians.—After this rapturous 
spectacle it was resolved, that canticles be sung, and that each 
according to his ability should praise the infinite goodness of God.”’ 

St. Dionysius was burned alive at Athens, for Christ’s sake. 
His feast is celebrated Oct. 4. 


*) The evangelists, according to the custom of the Jews, call the nearest 
relatives of our Lord ‘‘His brothers.” 





How the Faithful Servants of Mary Honor Her by the 
Holy Sacrifice of the Mass. 


OLY Mass is the heart of the Church, the sun which vivifies 
all that is within her, the fountain of all her graces and 
blessings; it is the most noble and sublime act of religion. 
The Holy Sacrifice can be offered to God alone; never- 

theless, we are permitted, according to the teachings of the 
Church, to celebrate the memory of the saints in order to thank 
God for the victory, which, with the assistance of His grace, they 
gained over themselves, the world and Satan. The commemo- 
ration of the saints at the Holy Sacrifice increases their glory, 
and we say, ‘the Holy Sacrifice was offered up in honor of the 
saints.’’ Jf the holy Mass is offered up to God in honor of 
our Blessed Lady, it is as a thank-offering for the great 
graces and privileges which have been bestowed upon her, and 
the glorious victory which she gained by the assistance of 
God’s grace. 
Che Greatest Act of Love. 

From this we may conclude, how pleasing this method of 
thanksgiving is to the Mother of God. We have, in truth, noth- 
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ing better than the merits of Jesus Christ by which we can 
glorify God and render Him due thanks. Therefore, the renowned 
Paul Segneri says, ‘‘Holy Mass is the greatest act of love, we 
can offer to Mary, and all the saints together can offer her no 
greater one.” If we have aholy Masscelebrated in honor of the 
Blessed Virgin or assist at it in order to afford her pleasure, we 
may be assured that she will pray and intercede for us. Her in- 
tercession rises with the merits of her Divine Son to the throne 
of the Heavenly Father, Who receives it with complacency and 
leaves it not unanswered. Hence, all those who have placed 
their confidence in the intercession of our Blessed Lady, who wish 
to honor or to thank her, were anxious to have the sacrifice of 
the Mass offered in her honor or to assist devoutly at it, and they 
have thereby received untold graces and blessings. 


The Albigensen Heresy. 


Casarius, a God-fearing Cistercian monk of Haisterbach, 
relates the following example, which he had heard from a credit- 
able eye-witness, John of Taintes. 

‘‘At the time the Albigensen heresy raged in France, two 
priests traveling in Burgundy, passed by a lonely chapel on a 
Saturday and resolved ¢o celebrate Mass in honor of Our Lady. 
The Holy Sacrifice was not yet ended when they were surprised 
by the heretics who fell upon the priest celebrating the Holy 
Mysteries, cruelly insulted and maltreated him, thrust him out of 
the church, cut off his tongue, and left him half dead. His com- 
panion unable to render him any assistance, led him to the 
monastery of Cluny and recommended him to the care of the 
monks. These latter /ooked upon him as a glorious confessor 
of Christ and His Blessed Mother, and lavished upon him even 
a more tender care than if he had been one of their own brethren. 

During the night preceding the feast of the Epiphany, while 
the monks were chanting matins, he begged the brother who had 
been appointed to care for him to take him into the church. He 
was led to an altar of Our Lady, where he most fervently recom- 
mended himself with childlike confidence to the Mother of God. 
Scarcely had he ended his prayer, when he saw the Heavenly 
Mother before him and heard her say, ‘You have lost your 
tongue for my Son's honor and my own; I restore your tongue 
that from henceforth you may announce the glory of my Son 
and my own.’ She then placed her hand in his mouth and re- 
stored his tongue. To honor his heavenly benefactress, he began 
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to say the ‘Hail Mary’ and repeated it so often and with so loud 
a voice, that the monks in the choir hearing it, hastened to his 
side to witness the miracle and to thank Mary for the great favor.”’ 


The Venerable Father Olier. 


The venerable Father M. Olier founder of the celebrated 
congregation of St. Sulpice in Paris, was convinced that we can 
do nothing whereby we could honor God or please Mary more 
than by the holy Mass, and he often offered the Holy Sacrifice 
to honor the Mother of God and according to her intention. 

One day he was inspired to visit a chapel dedicated to Mary. 
It was a little church in Bretagne called ‘“‘Our Lady of Joy.”’ 
He was very weak, just recovering from a fever, nevertheless he 
wished to walk to the church. While preparing for Mass he 
heard an interior voice saying to him, “‘J/ake a vow to say 
Mass every Saturday to thank God for having chosen me to 
be the Mother of His Son.” He promised to do as she desired 
and from that time forward kept his promise. 

One day before approaching the altar to offer the Holy Sac- 
rifice, he heard the words, “‘Give me your Sacrifice.” He felt 
that Mary wanted the Sacrifice on account of some very important 
matter concerning the holy Church. Another time it was made 
known to him that Mary wished him to celebrate Mass with the 
intention fo offer to God through our Lord Jesus Christ, the 
praise and homage of the whole world. 


Three Excellent Practices. 


Our Divine Lord taught Blessed Margaret Mary Alacoque 
three exercises by which she might unite herself with the Blessed 
Virgin. He instructed her ¢o assist at Mass with the same sen- 
timents with which Mary stood beneath the cross and offered His 
pains and sufferings to the Eternal Father, to obtain the conversion 
of obdurate sinners and unbelievers. Then Hetold her ¢o recetve 
Holy Communion, granting her the interior dispositions of His 
Mother at the moment He took flesh within her, and He bade 
her to enter as far as possible into those feelings of joy and rapt- 
ure felt by His Mother at that moment, and to seek this grace 
through her intercession. Finally He admonished her ¢o pray 
like Mary did, when as a child she was presented in the temple, 
that she might unite herself with Mary’s interior dispositions, and 
desire to share in her sacrifice. 





ee 


ee 


Ao Rl Se Fa Re Ne a Re ee 


Se. - Pere Re 


ee ee ee 


ar Pees 


A Et FOE A EO AP De ct Se ~ 





24 TABERNACLE AND PURGATORY. 


Saint Columbia of Rieta. 


On the eve of the Assumption, St. Columbia (died May 20, 
1501) asked her director to celebrate Mass for seven successive 
days in honor of OurLady. When the priest had complied with 
her wishes, she informed him that our Divine Lord had appeared 
to her, sitting on a throne, surrounded by a dazzling light; He 
held three swords in His hand, and threatened to let them fall 
upon the city, as a punishment for the sins of the inhabitants. 
But the Blessed Virgin approached His throne and three 
times besought her Divine Son to spare the city. At first our 
Lord seemed inexhorable, but at length Mary obtained mercy, 
and with her own hand turned aside two of the swords, but the 
third still threatened the city. 


Ai Source of Great Joy. 

One day St. Angela of Foligni assisted at Mass; at the same 
time meditating on the glory of the Mother of God. Then 
Mary appeared to her and showed her the Lord Jesus, her Divine 
Son, as He was present upon the altar. She saw Him in the 
form of a child, in the hands of the priest, and Mary revealed to 
her, that to behold her Son upon the altar was always for her 
a source of great joy. St. Angela also heard Our Lady say, 
‘‘O daughter, so dear to me and my Son, thou hast received my 
Son and His blessing. It is but meet that I also give thee my 
blessing.’’ Zhereupon the Mother of God gave St. Angela her 
blessing in the name of Jesus Christ, her Son. 

The venerable Peter, the Cistercian, was accustomed to hear 
Mass very often in honor of Our Lady.—When he had breathed 
forth his soul, he was seen surrounded by light in the midst of 
the saints. 

St. Euguvin, Bishop of England, often said Mass in honor of 
Our Lady; and was seen enveloped in a bright light and the 
Blessed Virgin at his side. 

Dear Christian, do you wish to please the Queen of Heaven 
in an especial manner, to increase her honor, to experience the 
efficacy of her intercession, to thank God most fervently for the 
graces received through her,—then have a Mass said in her 
honor, or wtth this tntention assist at Mass with reverence 
and devotion. 
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Some Simple but Precious Practices of Devotion. 





LL the saints and all devout souls have tenderly loved and 

honored Mary. It was their greatest joy and consolation 

to think of her often and to offer her proofs of their 

love. If such practices of devotion are seemingly insig- 
nificant, stillthey are great and precious to our Heavenly Mother, 
who does not so much consider what we actually offer her, as the 
good disposition of our heart. 

In our May issue of last year, we mentioned several pious 
exercises of this kind. We will now add a few more. 

1. Zo offer one's self to Mary when leaving or entering 
our room. This was the practice of the Venerable John Land- 
sperg, a man of great virtue. 

2. Onthe principal festivals of Our Lady, solemnly to choose 
her to be our mother, and often to renew the resolution, to love 
her tenderly and to obey her like a child. 

This was done by St. Stanislaus and St. John Berchmans. 
The Imitation of Christ recommends this practice. 

3. If we have fallen into sin, fo repent at once, and to ask 
the intercession of Mary. 

St. Bridget once heard our Lord say to His Blessed Mother, 
that all who asked forgiveness for their sins in her name, would 
obtain pardon, if they were truly contrite. 

4. To sing pious hymus in honor of Our Lady. 

The Venerable James Guzman when on a journey was wont 
to sing hymns in honor of Our Lady. St. Francis Solanus often 
and most joyfully sang the praises of Mary. When on his death- 
bed, a number of birds flew into his cell and sang to him. 

5. TZocarry about our person an image of Mary and often 
to kiss tt with devotion. 

The Emperor Louis, the Pious, always kept an image of 
Mary about his person, and often knelt and prayed before it. 
St. Hedwig likewise always carried a small image of the Mother 
of God with her, which, while dying she clasped tightly and after 
death still held firmly in her lifeless hands. 

6. Zo commence no important action, without invoking the 
assistance of Our Lady. 

St. Catherine of Sweden before answering a question, inter- 
iorly had recourse to the Blessed Virgin, and begged her to 
inspire her with the proper answer. 
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7. To rejotce because Mary is endowed with such sublime 
perfection. 

St. Bridget exclaims: ‘‘I would rather not have been born, 
than that Mary should not have existed, or that she should not 
have been the Mother of God and the Queen of the universe.’’ 

8. Zo compassionate Mary for the sufferings she had to 
endure, when she accompanied her Divine Son during His 
passion. 

Our Lady complained to St. Bridget that so few of the faith- 
ful loved her tenderly, because few had compassion with her 
sufferings. St. Margaret of Cortona desired to participate in the 
sufferings of Mary and obtained what she desired. She received 
thereby many graces. Likewise, did Venerable Benvenuta and 
also received many graces. 

9. To pray for those souls in purgatory, who were parti- 
cularly devoted to Our Lady. 

When St. Mary Magdalen de Pazzi saw in a vision the suffer- 
ings of the poor souls in purgatory, she offered for them the milk 
of Mary and the precious blood of her Divine Son, in order that she 
might, as it were, refresh them with two fountains from paradise. 

10. Zo encourage children to honor the Mother of God, and 
often to pray devoutly with them to Mary. 

The pious Victoria Strata offered all her children to the 
Mother of God. Mary accepted her offering, and assured her, 
she would take them under her protection. One time the Blessed 
Virgin said to St. Bridget, ‘‘If you love me, be solicitous that 
your children become also my children.’’ 

11. When temptations arise to take refuge to Mary and to 
implore her intercession. 

Thus did the Venerable Maria Bella, and St. Phillip Neri 
recommended the same to his penitents. 

12. Zo receive Holy Communion in honor of Our Lady, 
especially on her festivals. 

St. Charles Borromeo particularly recommends this custom, 
and had so far introduced it, that in Milan as many persons ap- 
proached the holy table on the feasts of the Blessed Virgin as at 
Easter. 

13. Zo practice some mortification in honor of Our Lady, 
that is, to overcome our inclinations, to deny ourselves something 
which would be pleasing to our eyes, or palate, and to restrain 
the passions. 
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Blessed Musa, who out of love to Mary, often deprived her- 
self of playing with other children of her age, was led by Mary 
to heaven. 

St. John Berchmans, while still a child, denied himself the 
enjoyment of eating fruit, in honor of Our Lady. 

St. Aloysius kept so strict guard over his eyes, that he did 
not know the Queen of Spain by sight, although he had been her 
page for two years. 

St. Margaret of Scotland interrupted her sleep every night 
that she might perform certain devotions in honor of Our Lady. 

A youth in Mexico was presented with poisoned sweetmeats 
by a person who wished to do him evil. But as it was Saturday 
he abstained from eating them in honor of the Blessed Virgin. 
The next day when about to partake of them, what was his sur- 
prise, to find they were spoiled. Upon a close examination as 
to the cause, he discovered the hidden poison. 

14. Zo cherish a spectal love for the virtue of chastity in 
honor of the Blessed Virgin, and often to pray to her to obtain 
purity of heart. 

Thus St. Edward, St. Aloysius, St. Eleazar and a host of 
others, loved the virtue of chastity in order to please Our Lady. 
Blessed Andrew Chios was immediately cured of a dangerous 
illness by making a vow of perpetual chastity in honor of the 
Blessed Virgin. He afterwards wore white clothing as a sign of 
the promise he had made to the Mother of God. Blessed Santi 
of Ripa Transon was violently tempted with impure thoughts. 
The Blessed Virgin once appeared to him, and laying her hand 
upon his breast said: ‘‘Behold the purity for which you have 
asked me.’’ She disappeared and he was delivered from every 
temptation. 

15. Zo persevere in practices of devotion in honor of the 
Mother of God. 

When upon his death-bed St. John Berchmans was asked 
what practice of devotion was most pleasing to the Blessed 
Virgin, he answered, ‘‘Even the smallest, but we must persevere 
in it.’”’ 

O Christian soul, follow this advice and the example of the 
saints, and choose from among these practices of devotion those, 
which are most suitable to your circumstances in life, persevere 
in them and you will experience in life and in death what a kind, 
faithful, and powerful mother you have in heaven. 
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Kow Our Lord Punishes Those Who Tnsult his Blessed Mother or 
Attack Ker Honor. 


ULIAN, the Apostate, who scornfully called Our Lord by no 
other name than the Galilean or Nazerene, did not es- 
cape God’s vengeance on account of his blasphemies. 
Neither can those elude the punishment of Divine Justice, 

who dare to dishonor and blaspheme, Mary, the glorious Virgin. 

In the year 1854, 200 bishops were assembled in Rome with 
the great Pope Pius IX., who on this occasion solemnly declared 
in presence of a vast populace, that henceforth every Catholic 
must believe in the dogma of the Immaculate Conception. At 
the same time a number of gentlemen were seated together in an 
inn at Salzburg, enjoying their wine. Having drunken freely 
and given vent to laughter and joking, they came to speak about 
the Immaculate Conception. One of them, a young merchant, 
endeavored to outdo his companions in defaming the glorious 
Mother of God, in language the most vulgar and disgraceful. 
Even the worst of the scoffers could endure it no longer and 
commanded him to keep silence. 

The following day this blasphemer takes a pleasure trip 
about the city, on horseback. Two ladies wearing white dresses 
are coming that direction. With a proud and dignified air he is 
trying to pass them, and applies the spurs to his horse. But at 
the same time the animal becomes shy, springs to one side, and 
throws the infamous slanderer against the stone pedestal of a 
statue of the Immaculate Mother, which stood at the entrance of 
the city, dashing out his brains. Public Press. 

On July 17, 1862, four soldiers belonging to the garrison of 
Piedmont, at Trapani, a city of Sicily, had the audacity to commit a 
horrible outrage. Along a pathway of the monastery of the Friars 
Minor, there was a picture of our Heavenly Mother, which bore a 
most lovely expression. As these scoundrels passed by, they be- 
smeared the beautiful countenance of the image with their cigars, 
while they broke out in vile, insolent ridicule against the Immac- 
ulate Mother. And what happened? Hardly had they returned 
to,their sleeping apartments, and were yet indulging in coarse 
laughter about their supposed heroic deed, when behold, a large 
portion of the ceiling fell down, crushing to death three of the 
offenders. The fourth one was drawn out from the ruins in a hor- 
ribly mangled condition. Whilst suffering most excruciating pains, 
he also expired after a few hours. “Cath. Bee” of Naples. 
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Black as Goal. 

A young student of the university of Pavia, possessing excel- 
lent talent, but unfortunately belonging to the number of those 
who in word and action profane whatever is sacred, during his 
vacation paid a visit to one of his friends in the country. One 
evening this impious young man, as was his custom, had been 
carrying on his conversation in a most shameful manner. In his 
wickedness he went farther and farther, and did not hesitate to 
utter the coarsest blasphemies against the Blessed Virgin. All 
who heard him were horrified at his expressions, especially the 
lady of the house, a very pious woman, who commanded him to 
keep silence. No one said another word and all withdrew. But 
lo! what happened ?—The following morning when the student 
did not put in his appearance at the usual time, two of his com- 
panions went to his room. After rapping repeatedly and getting 
no answer, they opened the door. Speechless with amazement, 
they found him dead upon his bed. The corpse had turned black 
as coal. The miserable man was only twenty-two years old. 

The Apologist of Turin, No. 35, 1862. 
“Che Blessed Virgin Has Rescued Me from Fell.” 

One morning, in January, 1854, a young man totally corrupted 
in principles and morals, entered a book-store near the cathedral 
at Undine, Austria. On the counter there were many new books 
which had just arrived. He examined them curiously to see 
whether any were according to his taste. But he found only re- 
ligious works and prayer-books. Then he called out angrily to 
the book-dealer, “‘Oh, such nonsense!’’ Among others, he came 
across the booklet giving the wonderful apparitions of Our Lady 
of La Salette, and also saw the picture of our Blessed Mother in 
the front part of the little volume. He now began to use most 
abusive language, saying that these were nothing but intolerable 
inventions of priests and monks, for the purpose of leading igno- 
rant people about by the nose. What apparitions? what, Mother 
of God? all that is fiction, nothing but invention, etc. Then 
he added a number of curses and blasphemous remarks about the 
Blessed Virgin, and finally disgusted, threw the book on the 
floor.—But in the same instant he dropped down as though struck 
by lightning; he grew pale and lay there motionless. He was 
taken to be dead. 

The book-dealer, the clerk and other persons who happened 
to be present, were so overcome with fright, that they did not 
dare to touch him. A number of other people came into the 
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store, however, not any of them were willing to touch him. 
They all unanimously declared, ‘‘This is a punishment of Divine 
Justice !’’ 

After a time the young man wasseen to move, and it appeared 
as though he was trying to extricate himself from strong chains. 
But all in vain.—At last he draws a deep breath; now he seems 
to have become free: he opens his eyes, looks about, and rises. 
However, no sooner was he on his feet, than he at once kneels 
down, folds his hands and amid a torrent of tears begs pardon of 
all who are present, for the great scandal he had given by his 
blasphemies. Then he continues, “‘Listen to what I say! At 
the very moment when I uttered such blasphemy, I was struck 
by the hand of the just God; I was already overpowered by 
the evil spirits who drew me down into hell; already I saw the 
abyss of hell open under me,—but the Mother of God herself, 
the most merciful Virgin Mary, appeared to me in the same form 
as she is pictured in that little book, with the same robe, with 
that very crown upon her brow, with that cross upon her breast. 
I saw her, as with infinite goodness and mercy she snatched me 
from the hands of the devils, and then I again became conscious. 
Oh, the Mother of God has rescued me from hell! I entreat you 
all to thank her for me, and to pray to her that I may become 
truly converted and remain faithful to her. I will immediately 
go to the cathedral to make a general confession, and after that 
will begin a new life.’’ 

He at once repaired to the church, knelt for a time at the 
foot of the Blessed Virgin’s altar, then looked for the confessor. 
With deep sorrow and contrition the young man told everything 
that had happened, and begged the priest to assist him with his 
confession. He completed it the next morning, and as he had 
asked pardon publicly, and showed such an earnest and good 
will, he received absolution and was permitted to receive Holy 
Communion. With the greatest fervor and devotion he ap- 
proached the holy table. Afterwards he remained kneeling before 
the altar of the Blessed Virgin until noon.—From this time for- 
ward he was an object of edification for the entire city, and every- 
body marvelled at the wonderful change in his principles and his 
behavior. He himself declared to everyone, ‘‘The Blessed Virgin 
has rescued me from hell.’’ 

This occurrence caused great sensation everywhere. It was 
legally investigated, partly by an ecclesiastical commission, at 
the command of the Archbishop of Undine, partly by the district 
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commisary, at the command of the civil authorities and the city 


magistrate, and was then pronounced to be a fact. 
Astonishing Acts of Divine Justice. Bozen, 1864. 





Wonderful Help through the Heavenly Mother. 





A priest relates the following remarkable occurrence : 

“‘On November 3, 1856, I was summoned on a sick call to an 
unmarried person, who had led a very scandalous life. I did all 
in my power to prepare her for a happy death, but found her all 
confused. Only with great difficulty could I hear her confession. 
I visited her every day, and noticed encouraging signs of contri- 
tion. On November 15, I was called to this person immediately 
after Mass, as she had begun her agony. I spoke to her, recited 
the prayers to her,—-she answered everything distinctly. Thus it 
continued throughout the forenoon. 

*‘But suddenly at 12 o’clock, her appearance became entirely 
changed : her face turned purple, her hair literally stood on ends, 
her eyes stared frightfully, and with a shrill voice she exclaimed, 
‘I am damned—to hell, into the abyss of hell !’—I tried to pacify 
her. Allin vain. I pronounced the names of Jesus, Mary! for 
her.—‘Devil, devil, devil,’—she answered, at least a hundred 
times in longer and shorter intervals. I said the prayers and the 
litany for the dying,—‘Devil!’ was her only word of response. 

‘Everybody in the room was seized with fear and turned 
ghastly pale. ‘Pronounce the word Mary, say the name Jesus.—’ 
‘Oh, if I could do that, there would be help for me.’—‘Have you 
the will to say it, or could you not at least think it?’—‘Devil!’ 
she answered with a frightfully, distorted face. ‘Oh, he is big, 
but he stinks !’—and at these words a horrible stench came forth 
from her mouth. 

*‘T knew not what to do now and sent for the pastor. This 
same condition continued until 3 o’clock. It occurred to me to 
have all who were present join in praying the rosary, and the 
litany of the Blessed Virgin. Hereupon she grew calm and no 
longer called out the word, devil; she opened her eyes and looked 
about surprised. 

““‘With a beating heart I ventured to pronounce the holy 
name of Jesus for her. ‘Mary,’ was her answer. ‘Mary,’ she 
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said several times. After this she again repeated all the prayers 
that were recited to her, and when asked whether the evil one 
had left her, she nodded her head smilingly and whispered, 
‘Mary.’ Once more I gave her sacramental absolution; all who 
were present burst into sobs and tears. At 3:15 she passed 
away quietly. 

‘“May we not assume that Mary, our Heavenly Mother, the 
Refuge of sinners, had there visibly crushed the head of the 
infernal serpent ?’’ Sion, A. D. 1856. 





Chickens and Doves Recognize Their Creator. 


St. Ida of Lyons, who lived in the fourteenth century, 
grieved that so many people neglected to assist at Mass. Once 
when in vain she had summoned the people to the divine ser- 
vice, she turned to the chickens and doves and cried out: ‘“‘Ye, 
dear little creatures, come and adore your Creator.’’ At the 
saint’s invitation, the chickens and doves all arose and with 
great joy took their places in the pews. During the Holy 
Sacrifice they were as quiet and well-behaved as though they 
were statues, and remained so until the priest had given the last 
blessing. They then left the church noiselessly and orderly, and 
when outside the door gave vent to a joyful cackling and cooing. 

By this occurrence the Lord wishes to say, ‘‘The animals 
and elements who have no understanding, who are not redeemed, 
and have not been baptized, for whom the Blessed Sacrament 
has not been instituted, would adore Me if they knew Me; but 
My people for whom I lovingly offer Myself here as I once did 
upon the cross, will not recognize Me.’’ To those who have 
humbly adored Him here on earth, our Lord will once say, “‘You 
have acknowledged Me before men when I was poor and forsaken, 
now I will acknowledge you before My Heavenly Father.’’ 
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We keep on hand 
English Prayer Books 


in various styles and bindings. 
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Beautiful Prayer-books in white or fine black leather 
bindings with gilt edges, for FIRST COMMUNICANTS. 


Prices ranging from 75 cts. to $2.00 


Sm 


Prayer-books for Men, vest-pocket size. 
Prayer-books, with large print, for the Aged. 
Prayer-books for Everybody. 

Gilt edges and fine leather bindings. 

Prices ranging from 50 cts. to $1.50, postpaid. 
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Beautiful Half-tone Pictures 


Sacred Heart of Jesus, full figure 18 x 29in. $0.35 
Sacred Heart of Jesus, bust 17 x 24” 25 
Sacred Heart of Jesus 19x 25 ” .30 
Sacred Heart of Mary 19x 25 ” .30 
Ecce Homo 14x19 ” .20 
Agony of Our Lord 15x 21 ” 25 
Mother Most Sorrowful 15 x 21 ” 25 
Mother Most Amiable 17x 25 ” .30 
Mother Most Admirable 9x 11 15 
Angel Guardian 10 x 21 15 





Benedictine Sisters, Ziyde, Mo. 


Entered as second-class matter March 19, 1907, at the post office at 
Clyde, Missouri, under the Act of Congress of March 3, 1879. 











